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A Resolution Urging the Department of Treasury to Immediately Release the
Remaining Coronavirus Relief Funds Set Aside for Indian Country

WHERFAS,

WHERF AS,

WHEREAS,

WIHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHF.RFEAS,

WHEREAS,

Resolution No. 20-12

the Inter-Inbal Council of the Fkive Civilized [ribes (ITC) is an
organivzation that unites the tribal governments ot the Cherokece, Chichasaw,
Choctaw, Muscogee (Creek), and  Semunole  Nations,  representing
approximately 750,000 Indian people throughout the United States: and

the federal govemment maintains a trust and treaty responsibility to Indian
tribes, which is a legal and mora! obligation created by treaties, statutes,
executive orders and other legal agrecments and laws. Congress therefore
has the responstbility to uphold the best interests of trihal govemments and
their citizens: and

Coronavirus Reliet Fund (CRF) paymcents are authorized under the
Coronavirus Aid, Reliel, and Feonomic Security (CARES) Act. with SR
billion allocated to Indian tribal governments and their tribally-owned
entitics: and

presently, according to the August 2020 [rcasury Statement of Accounts
$534 million awaits disbursemient to tribes, and

on briday, September 25, 2020, a D.C. Circuit Court ruled that Alaska
Native Corporations (ANC) are not chgihle entities for the $8 billion tribal
allocation in the CRT. The $534 million remaining at the Treasury was set
aside pending a ruling on ANC eligibility; and

tribes have worked around the clock to creale innovative, responsible plans
1o spend CRF funds in ways that benelit their citizens now and in the future,
and most effectively respord to the challenges brought upon tribal
governments and their citizens by the COVID 19 pundemic: and

tribes must have access (o the funds they necd to respond to the pandemic,
and currently, tribes are unable to access more than halt a billion dollars that
was intended by Congress for tribal govemments; and

NOW THEREFORFE LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT, the Inter- Lribal Council of the
Five Civilized Tribes urges the U.S. Department of the T reasury to immediately release the
remaining money set aside tor Indian Country. totaling $534 million
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The INTER-TRIBAL COUNCIL of the FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

CERTIFICATION

The toregoing resolution was adopted by the Inter-Tribal Council of the Five Civilized
Tribes meeting virtually on this 9™ day of October, 2020, by a vote of O’U for
againstand <O~ abstentions.
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